
Fusible Link Page 1Follow us on Twi�er at www.twi�er.com/njsfpe
And on Facebook at www.facebook.com/njsfpe

FUSIBLE LINK

Editor Fusible Link
Brad Hart &
Ana Crisostomo
Tel.: 207-319-7754
bradhart07438@yahoo.com

Chapter Officers

President
Paul McGrath
paul@cityfire.com
973-560-1600 ext 204
First V.P.
Chris Vitale
973-541-6837
christopher.vitale@fmglobal.com
Past President
Rich Reitberger
richreit522@gmail.com
Treasurer
Marios Michaelides
marmichaelides@gmail.com
Asst. Treasurer
Glenn Buser
gbuser@lockton.com
646-572-7338
Secretary
Joe Janiga—973-541-6774
Joseph.janiga@fmglobal.com
Asst. Secretary
Dave Gluckman - 973-829-2920
David.Gluckman@willistowerswatson.com

Directors
Ernesto Vega-Janica (1st year of 2nd term)
evj2@hotmail.com
James Loftus (2nd year of 2ndTerm)
JimLoft@verizon.net
973-307-7415
Marvin Maradiaga (2nd year of 1st term)
Marvin.maradiaga@fmglobal.com
973-541-6820

Special Executive Assistant to
The Board

Vicki Serafin
Affiliated FM Insurance
300 Kimball Drive, Suite 200
Parsippany, NJ 07054
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com
(973) 541-6771

http://www.njsfpe.org/
www.twitter.com/newjerseysfpe

www.facebook.com/njsfpe

APRIL  2018

President’s Message….
We are looking forward to the 9th Annual NJSFPE-AFAANJ Symposium to be 
held Thursday, April 19th at the Hanover Manor in East Hanover, NJ. We have an 
excellent group of speakers presenting on the latest developments in Fire 
Protection. We also, have over 20 Fire Protection Companies supporting this 
effort by exhibiting their products and services. So be sure to sign up today!

At our March 5th Chapter meeting we accepted 2 new members, Jim Dooley with 
Viking Sprinkler and Ravi Shah of Factory Mutual. We look forward to their 
attendance at our meetings and events and welcome their contribution toward the 
advancement of fire protection engineering.

Our speakers on March 5th were Jason Crouch and Jason Barton of Johnson 
Controls (formerly Tyco Fire Protection Products). The presented the latest fire 
alarm technology now being offer under the Autocall brand. They also presented 
the wireless technology now available through their CWSI product line.

Rich Reitberger announced the NJ-NY Metro Education Foundation Golf Outing 
registration is open. The outing is being held at the NY Country Club in New 
Hempstead NY on Monday, June 4. 2018.

Dave Kurasz’s report on legislative activity in Trenton included a bill signed by 
outgoing governor Christie that will require school districts to report to the 
Division of fire Safety whether and to what extent their schools are protected by 
fire sprinklers. Dave also said there would be a new effort to pass legislation 
requiring fire sprinklers in newly constructed one and two family homes. 

At our Chapter meeting next month on May 7th, Tracey Bellamy with Telgian 
Corporation will be speaking about Fire Pump Arc Flash. Register to attend on 
our website njsfpe.org.

Paul
Chapter President
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Hydraulic system nameplates - how often do we see all this 
information clearly?

This Coffee Break Bulletin explains what information is 
required by National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
Standard 13, "Standard for the Installation of Automatic 
Sprinkler Systems (2016 Edition)," on a �ire sprinkler 
system’s hydraulic nameplate. 

Most automatic sprinkler systems designed today are 
hydraulically calculated — an engineered approach that 
matches the potential �ire hazard to the pressure and 
volume of the available water supply. The sprinkler plans 
examiner veri�ies the hydraulic calculations to ensure that 
all of the design considerations are met.

To help keep track of the design criteria, NFPA 13 requires 
that the installing contractor identify hydraulically designed 
sprinkler systems with a permanently marked weatherproof 
metal or rigid plastic sign secured with corrosion-resistant 
wire, chain, or other approved means. The sign must be 
placed at the alarm valve, dry-pipe valve, preaction valve, or 
deluge valve supplying the corresponding hydraulically 
designed 
area.

According to NFPA 13, the sign must have the following minimum 
information:

 The location of the design area(s). These are also known as the 
“hydraulic remote areas” and make up the portion of the building and 
contents that are most challenging for the sprinkler system to protect. 
It is important to remember that the hydraulic remote area may not be 
the area physically most remote from the sprinkler risers.

 The discharge densities over the design area or areas. This is the 
amount of water that the design criteria specify is needed to control a 
�ire in the hydraulic remote area. This value may come from NFPA 13 
or the authority having jurisdiction.

 The required �low and residual pressure demand at the base of the 
riser.

 Occupancy classi�ication or commodity classi�ication and maximum permitted storage height and con�iguration.

 Hose stream allowance included in addition to the sprinkler demand.

 The name of the installing contractor.
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Minutes of the SFPE – NJ Chapter Meeting

March 5, 2018

President Paul McGrath convened the 
meeting at 6:06 PM with a salute to the 
flag and customary introductions.  

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the minutes of the last meeting.

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the January and February 
treasurer’s reports.  

A motion was made and carried to 
accept the applications of Jim Dooley 
of Viking and Ravi Shah of FM Global 
as members of the NJ Chapter.  

Rich Reitberger mentioned that we are 
fully and formally incorporated and now 
in-line with SFPE International 
regulations.  Our new by-laws were 
distributed to the board of directors for 
review and comment and were then 
given to our attorney.  They are now 
ready to go to the IRS.  Form 1023 
(Application for Recognition of 
Exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code) is being 
sent to Rich for completion and filing.  
Plans are to have all this completed by 
April 1. 

Registration is open for our April 19 
symposium and there are still several 
opportunities for sponsorship and 
exhibitor registration.

Our speaker for May’s meeting will be 
Tracey Bellamy with Telgian and the 
subject will be “Fire Pump Arc Flash.”  
As part of their seminar series, Orr 
Protection will be holding a seminar in 
Rutherford, NJ on April 26.
  
Applications for sponsor and 
participant registration for the golf 
outing were emailed on 2/22/18.  The 
golf outing will be at the NY Country 

Club in New Hempstead, NY on 
Monday June 4, 2018.  

Dave Kurasz reported that at the end 
of last legislative session, the governor 
signed a bill requiring all districts to 
report whether or not sprinkler system
(s) exist in their schools.  Plans are to 
reintroduce legislation regarding the 
installation of sprinklers in and one and 
two family dwellings that was not 
passed in the past.  Lastly, there is a 
big push in the state regarding fire 
protection and code requirements 
related to the storage of fireworks.

Ernesto Veg-Janica introduced the 
members to Robert Orlowski who 
attended our meeting tonight and is 
with Stealth Air Corp. 
www.stealthaircorp.com

Tonight’s speakers were Jason Crouch 
and Jason Barton of Johnson Controls 
and they discussed was wireless fire 
alarm systems.

Johnson Controls Autocall brand of fire 
detection systems combines advanced 
technology with proven performance to 
help ensure customers and their 
facilities are safe every day. 

With a full range of control panels and 
the industry’s latest addressable 
technology, Autocall systems are 
flexible enough to meet the unique 
challenges of nearly any project.  
Powerful networking capabilities allow 
Autocall to take on projects ranging in 
size from a simple office building to 
complex, multi-facility campuses. The 
Autocall Truesite Workstation, a PC-
based graphical command center, 
simplifies system monitoring and puts 
management of your entire system at 
your fingertips. Its high-resolution 

graphical display shows the locations 
of events on both a campus-wide map 
and individual building floor plans. All 
key features and functionality of the 
TrueSite Workstation are available on 
Apple or Android mobile devices with 
the Autocall Mobile Client app. 

Autocall systems feature some of the 
latest and most advanced fire detection 
technology available today. Solutions 
like revolutionary self-testing, 
addressable notification appliances 
can help ensure your system is in peak 
operating condition while virtually 
eliminating disruption from notification 
appliance testing. Compact and highly 
efficient LED notification appliances 
meet the latest NFPA requirements 
and Autocall speakers have the clarity 
to get the message out during an 
emergency and play background music 
during normal operations.  Additional 
information is available at: http://
www.johnsoncontrols.com/media-
center/news/press-
releases/2017/12/05/johnson-controls-
launches-autocall-brand-of-fire-
detection-systems

The CWSI wireless fire alarm product 
line offers system versatility like none 
other. Frequency Hopping Spread 
Spectrum Technology (FHSS), coupled 
with Bi-directional RF Communication, 
Repeater Network Architecture and 
200 Second Supervisory Polling, 
provides for the industry’s most secure 
and reliable wireless fire alarm 
network.  Additional information is 
available at:
http://www.cwsifire.com/

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 
PM.
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As with previous years we will be having our Vendor 
Trade show throughout the day.

Our speakers and program:
 Merton Bunker- Merton Bunker Associates & Chair of 

the Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and 
Property Correlating Committee- NFPA- 72- 
Proposed changes to NFPA 72 - 2019 Edition

 John Drucker- Fire-Sub-Code Official Borough of 
Red Bank- NJ's new CO codes

 Frank Savino- United Fire Protection Corp- Sprinkler 
System Corrosion Systems

 Andy Lynch- Fire Systems Group- Self Expanding 
Foam Systems

 Ray Reilly- Honeywell- Low frequency Occupant 
Notification

 Sharron Halpert- Halpert Fire Safety- Fire Stopping

Raffle Prizes following the last speaker.

Please use the link below to register or RSVP 

Get more information

Register Now!

I can’t make it
If you have any questions please contact Vicki Serafin 
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com (973-541-6771, or Jim Loftus, 
james.loftus@siemens.com (973-590-0048

Thank you for your attention and response.  We look forward to seeing 
them at your event.

Sincerely,

Vicki Serafin

AFAANJ & NJSFPE
vicki.serafin@affiliatedfm.com
973-541-6771

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ef3xw53h96f8f3cd&oseq=&c=506c86d0-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390&ch=50a60d60-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/decline?oeidk=a07ef3xw53h96f8f3cd&c=506c86d0-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390&ch=50a60d60-a895-11e3-8a96-d4ae52844390
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Fire Suppression for Energy Storage Systems and Battery Energy Storage Systems 

Stat-X® condensed aerosol fire suppression is a solution for energy storage systems (ESS) and battery energy storage 
systems (BESS) applications.
Our Stat-X condensed aerosol fire extinguishing product was tested for efficacy in putting out Li-ion battery fires. It 
was found that the product successfully extinguished single and double cell battery fires. This testing was conducted 
in parallel with a large battery fire testing program on behalf of a large energy company.
See the testing videos below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMSst9dUQzg
Fire test consisting of a 40 amp hour Li Ion (lithium) polymer cell battery fire. The fire was extinguished with a Stat-
X condensed aerosol fire suppression generator (model 60E long) and the residual aerosol prevented re-ignition. 

Viking
Ordinary Hazard Dry Horizontal Sidewall Sprinklers (K8.0)

Viking Standard Response Ordinary Hazard Dry Horizontal Sidewall Sprinklers are thermosensitive spray 
sprinklers suitable for use in areas subject to freezing. The sprinklers are designed for dry systems and preaction 
systems where it is necessary to prevent water or condensation from entering the drop nipple before sprinkler 
operation. They may also be installed in spaces supplied from a wet system in an adjacent heated area. The large 
orifice dry sidewall sprinkler allows greater flows at lower pressures than standard orifice sprinklers. The newly 
designed deflector carries an expanded approval for installation from 4” to 12” below the ceiling, allowing 
additional flexibility when installing sprinklers near crown moldings or other obstructions.

Technical Details

K Factor:
8.0

Manufacturer:
Viking
Link to specs:      http://vikinggroupinc.com/ordinary-hazard-dry-hsw-sprinklers-80k
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http://afaanj.org/Portals/afaanj/JG%20Memorial%20Golf%20Outing%202018%20-%20Registration%20-%20.pdf?ver=2018-02-22-125650-730&#xd7;tamp=1519326131380
http://afaanj.org/Portals/afaanj/JG%20Memorial%20Golf%20Outing%202018%20-%20Sponsorship%20Registration%20%20(1).pdf?ver=2018-02-22-125650-730&#xd7;tamp=1519326371081
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Safespill Systems  Fire Test Video-IBC Storage Unit
The below link to a video is a recent fire test with a plastic IBC tote filled with 275 
gallons of Kerosene (100 degree F flash point). 

The full tote is loaded into a Safespill IBC Storage Unit and surrounded by empty 
IBCs. Empty totes ignite quicker than totes filled with combustible liquids. 

A fuse was used to ignite the tote filled with kerosene. 

https://safespillsystems.app.box.com/s/2tytwpiipnc2pctje85gk1kb3jwg75c8

Kidde Recalls Dual Sensor Smoke Alarms Due to Risk of Failure to Alert 
Consumers to a Fire 

For more informa�on you can go to the following web site:

h�ps://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2018/Kidde-Recalls-Dual-Sensor-Smoke-Alarms-Due-to-Risk-of-Failure-to-

Alert-Consumers-to-a-Fire
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Meeting Dates/Programs 2017-2018
April 19 Chapter Technical Seminar
May 7 Fire Pump Arc Flash—Tracey Bellamy, Telgian
June 4 NJ-NY Metro Education Golf Outing 

June 18
Dave Barber, Principal Engr, Arup—Topic: “Tall 
Wood Buildings”. Annual Chapter meeting and 
election of officers.



HELPFUL LINKS

ADAAG h�p://www.access-board.gov/adaag/about/index.htm
AFAA Na�onal h�p://www.afaa.org/
AFSA h�p://www.firesprinkler.org/
ANSI h�p://web.ansi.org/
ASHRAE h�p://www.ashrae.org/
Campus-Firewatch h�p://www.campus-firewatch.com/
Coffee Break Training h�p://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/coffee-break/
CPSC h�p://www.cpsc.gov/
CSAA h�p://www.csaaul.org/
Municipal Codes (E Codes) h�p://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
FDNY h�p://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FM Global h�p://www.fmglobal.com/
FSDANY h�p://www.fsdany.org/regs.htm
FSI h�p://www.firesprinklerini�a�ve.org/
FSSA h�p://www.fssa.net/
Fire Tech Produc�ons—Nicet Training (FTP) h�p://www.firetech.com/
Home Fire Spklr Coali�on h�p://www.homefiresprinkler.org/
HVAC Bld. Control Fire Safety h�p://www.iklimnet.com/hotelfires/hotelfiresmain.html
AFAA-NJ h�p://www.afaanj.org/
Interna�onal Code Council - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/
Interna�onal Code Council Residen�al Sprinkler Exam - h�p://www.iccsafe.org/news/
nr/2009/0709_Residen�alSprinklerExam.pdf
The Joint Commission (JCAHO) - h�p://www.jointcommission.org/www.JointCommission.org/
Material safety data Sheets (MSDS-OSHA Site) - h�p://www.osha.gov/SLTC/
hazardcommunica�ons/index.html
Na�onal of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) - h�p://www.nafed.org/index.cfm

2017- 2018 Chapter
Committees

STANDING COMMITTEES
Program
Mike Newman

Arrangements
Vicki Serafin, Chairperson

Membership
Paul McGrath, Chairman

Nomina�ng
Marvin Maradiaga
Jim Burge

Audi�ng
Vanessa Gallagher, Chairman
Rich Reitberger

Archivist/Historian
Jim Tolos, Vicki & Nicole

Speakers Gi�s
Rich Reitberger

Communica�ons
Fusible Link—Brad Hart
bradhart07438@yahoo.com
Ana Crisostomo—Coordinator

Communica�ons-Other
Paul McGrath
Mike Newman

Mailing/Automa�on/e-mail—Vicki Serafin, Chairperson
Webmaster—Mike Newman & Paul McGrath

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Spring Seminar
Ed Armm—Chairman
Dave Kurasz—Sprinkler Speakers Coordinator
Jim Lo�us—Alarm Speakers Coordinator
Paul McGrath—Vendor Coordinator

Bylaws
Jim Tolos, Chairman
Joe Janiga
John Antola

Career Recruitment
Tim Costello, Chairman
Donna Spano
Marios Michaelides

Chapter Excellence Awards
Ernesto Vega-Janica

PE Examina�on
Donna Spano

Chapter Seminar/Field Trip
Richard Reitberger, Chairman
Ed Armm , CoChairman
Dave Gluckman
Nathan Gorey

Legisla�ve
Rich Reitberger, Chairman
Jerry Naylis
Dave Kurasz

Finance
Rich Reitberger - Chairman
Vanessa Gallagher
C. Patel


